Brief Findings of the Survey
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dated 03.08.2023 and Hon'ble Supreme Court of India by order dated 04-9*‘3-2@23;
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) carried out scientific investigation/ Survey
in 2150.5 square meter area fenced with steel grill, in and around the ©xisting
structure (excluding the areas sealed by the orders of the Hon'ble Supreme Court),

at Settlement Plot No. 9130, Varanasi, from 24.07.2023.

2, All the objects which were noticed during the scientific investigation/ survey

in the complex were duly documented. These objects include inscriptions,

sculptures, ceins, architectural fragments, pottery, and objects of terracotta, stone,

metal and gJaSS Objects which required first aid treatment were treated at the site.

Wp]_:a oﬁ}he order ;:late-:i 13*092023 lhese ulalects werehanded over to the
j F |

r s
istrict dministration on 06.11. 2023 for thelr safe custody.

Scientific investigations/ survey operations were carried out carefully,

ensuring that during all these operations no damage is caused to the existing
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~4-6m at the basement leve

the south
Corridor. Asi
- A simila i
F opening at a shallower level down to ~3 m 8 observed

in the north ;
corrido
T, North of the north hall and west of cellar N&.

6. Row:
s of ; 1
3-4 m wide cellars (S3, S4) are observed adjacent 1o the ‘cormador

area, and i i
a 2 m wide well is concealed in cellar S1.

Pre-existing Structure

& Based on'the scientific’studies and observations on -
the pre-exisiing striciure in

existing! C‘

- Central chamber and main entrance of

structure

- Western chamber and western wall

- Reuse of pillars and pilasters of pre-existing structure in existing structure

- |nscriptions on the existing struciure

- Arabic and Persian inscription on the loose stone

_ Sculptural remains in cellars, etc.

it can be said that there existed a large Hi

ndu temple, prior to the construction of
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chamberand Main Entrance

fich d at least
ple had @ big central chamber and at least one ChambE, i

8. This tem

st respectively. Remains of three chambers ¢,
north, south, east and we the n, s

south and west still exist but the remains of the chamber to the east ang aNY ey,
B

extension of it could not be ascertained physically, as the area is covered yng,,
3

platform with stone fiooring.

9. Central chamber of the pre-existing structure forms the central hajj of the
existing structure. This structure with thick and strong walls, along with all
architectural components and fioral decorations was utilised as the main hajl of the
mosgue. Animal figures carved at the lower ends of decorated arches of the

-existing structure were mutilated, and inner part of dome is decorateq with

mebarandbench

W.h

was blocked by stone masonry. This entrance was decorated with carvings of

pi-‘ﬂ _u

lhairm!sand birds and an omamental forana, This large arched gateway hagd

smalier entrance. Figure carved on the lalatbimba of this small entrance
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half of the Western chamber still exists whereas the supersiru

Stem ha” haS b&Eh deStmyElj Th|s chambﬂr was also cpnne:ﬂed with 1

. d south
and South chambers thn::ugh a corridor accessible from its north an
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14. The western wall of the existing structure is the remaimn_gh :ﬁzontan
pre-existing Hindu temple. This wall, made of stones and decorated w: pmiemmns
mauldings, is formed by remaining partsiof western -chambﬁf-,wasw_r. s north and
of the central'chamber and western walls of.the two' chambers on its
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¢ through the western chamber was mﬁckad
h}' 'y

entrance to the caentral chambe

stone masonry:

pillars and Pilasters

nd pilasters used in the existing structure were studieqd

46. The pillars &
fically. For the enlargement of the mosque and

systematica_l!y and scienti

parts of the pre-existing temple including pillars and pilasters

constructing sahan,
re reused with little modifications. Minute stud
y were originally part of the pre-existing Hindu temple. For

e y of the pillars and pilasters in

corridor suggest that the
their reuse in the existing structure, vyala figures carved on either side of lotus
medaliion were mutilated and after removing the stone mass from the corners that

ce Cr i i

space was decorated with floral design. This observation is supported by two
é- | e . - -

imilar pilasters still existing on the northern and southern wall of the western

chamber in their original place.
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survey and 32 estampage: ake
y and 32 estampages were taken. These are, in fact, inscription
' s on the
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? which recorded Y record of an inscription engraved on 2 loose Stone
constructi
on of the mosque in the 20th regnal year of Hadra!
i

A H. 1087 (1676

A]Emgir i
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ghal Emperor Aurangzeb corresponding 10
(1792-93 CE): the

CE). Thisi
: is inscripti
nscription also recorded that in the year A.H. 1207
mosque i -
que was repaired with sahan, etc. The photograph of this stone inscription Was

recorded in ASI records in the year 1965-66.
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19. During the recentsurvey, {his.stone.with inscription wes regovered féﬁm
room in the mosque. However, the lines relating 1© construction of the mosque

and _il:ts-asicpa_ns'iﬂn have been scratched out.

_'g"h't out by the biography of Emperor Aurangzeb,

‘mentions that Aurangzeb “issued orders to the governors

: d;i'”ﬁ.the;schﬂo"s and temples of the infidels” (Jadu-Natn

giri, pp: 51-52). On 2nd September, 1669 "it was

Emperor's command his officers had demolished

. Eff'_l(diadu-Nath garkar (tr.) 1947, Maasir-i-Alamgiri,



s in Cellars

sculptural Remain
were also constructed to the east to create additiona)

21.
t of the mosque for accommodating large number

space and & large platform in fron

of people for prayers.

22. Piliars from earlier temples were reused while making cellars in eastern part

of the platform. A piliar decorated with bells, niches for keeping lamps on 2l four

sides, and bearing an inscription of Samvat 1669 (corresponding to 1613 CE,

January 1, Friday) is reused in cellar N2.

23.  Sculptures of Hindu deities and carved architectural members were found

WAWnder 1& dum?ed soil in cellar S2. I I

Nature and Age

24. Existing architectural remains, decorated mouldings on the walls,

ha and prati-ratha of central chamber, 2 large decorated entrance gate

tern wall of the western chamber, a small entrance with

part of a Hindu temple. Based

 can be identified as a Hindu

ntions that the mosque was

. Hence, the pre-existing
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structure appears t ]
0 hav
e been destroyed in the 17th Century, during the reign of

Aurangzeb, and ‘
Part of it was modifieq and reused in the existing structure.

Based on scientific studies/ survey carried out, study of architectural remains,

W \’ ﬁ ”%ﬂﬁéatu}f;‘a"d_ artefacts, inscriptions, art and sculptures, it can besaid that

there existed a | indu temple prior to the construction of the existing structure.




